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**************************** 

SPARE PARTS:  Available to paid-up members only. 
Note that our spares officers, like all members of the committee, are volunteers working on Club tasks in 
their spare time.  Where possible, we aim to send spares within 2-3 working days. Please be considerate 
and telephone between 18:00 - 21:00 hours UK time.  
Please Note that there is a similarly-named company, selling Roadster and  other spares. To avoid error, please use 
the contact phone and email details shown in this magazine. 

BRAKES, STEERING, BACK AXLE, SUSPENSION Chris Hewitt 
ELECTRICAL, ENGINE AND EVERYTHING ELSE Bob Hobbs 

Always supply SAE when necessary.   Cheques to be made payable to TROC Ltd. 

Are you changing address in the near future?  Please tell us!  Email, write, or phone 
between 6 and 9pm, to Roger Stone, membership secretary. 

 
The Club Accounts and notes from the AGM are published in the April Globe each year. Members wishing to have a copy of the full Minutes of 
the meeting should contact the Editor; they are available free of charge. 

The views expressed in The Globe are those of the writers and not necessarily those of the editor, nor those of the Triumph Razoredge Owners 
Club Ltd. Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of technical advice and information, such advice is heeded entirely at the member’s 
own risk and neither the Club nor any individual shall be in any way liable for injury, loss or damage resulting directly or indirectly from 
reliance on such advice or information. Triumph artwork reproduced by permission of British Motor Industry Heritage Trust. “THE GLOBE" 
is the official newsletter of TROC LTD.  
  

http://www.trocltd.com/
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EDITORIAL       

Bob Hobbs, the Everything Else Spares Secretary, is pleased to advise us that the last four months of 
intense work relating to major, and expensive, work on his house is now almost completed. He tells us that 
it is therefore hoped that he will be able to devote more of his spare time to the Club spares service. 
During the period of work his wife and he have had virtually no free time to do anything other than work 
with the builders to sort out some major issues. He has continued to answer enquiries and supply parts, but 
it has been difficult and sometimes impossible to find the opportunity to dispatch spares in the normal 
time frame. He is sorry for that, but understandably the house had to come first! 
As you would expect at this time of year, we have plenty of accounts from members of outings of one 
kind or another, including the  four ‘best in show’ awards seen on our front cover.  Well done those 
members, and thank you for sending in pictures.  If YOUR car has not been seen in the pages of the Globe 
recently, why not send us a picture or two and a description of what you’re up to?  Even “slumbering 
quietly, waiting for the day when…” pictures would be of interest, because last month’s summary of 
membership statistics revealed that around one in five of our membership - about 32 cars and owners out 
of 160 where we have information - are in that dormant state. 
The market for our cars continues to be active: it is good to report that both the new members who joined 
the Club last year whilst still looking to find a car, have now become Razoredge owners; and more cars on 
our ‘For Sale’ pages have found new homes.  There are still good cars and great opportunities available, 
however, so next time someone tells you “I often wish I had a car like that” - point them in the direction of 
our website, where all the known Razoredges for sale are listed - or send me their address, and I’ll post 
them a spare copy of a recent ‘Globe’. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ Editor 
We welcome, or welcome back, new and returning members: 
Our cover pictures for this issue: 
Front – Clockwise from top left: Philip Jones’ TDC 1730 at Heage Windmill, on the Derwent Valley 

Peak Run, June 30th; awarded Best Car; Harry Beacall’s TD 3717 was Best Car at Watford 
Village Classics on the Green, on the same date; Robert Workman’s newly-acquired TDC 1556 
with their ‘Best in Show’ trophy, in Polesworth on July 7th; and Bob Hobbs’ TDC 703, best car at 
our own Club Rally, June 23rd - see p49. 

Rear –  I’m reluctant to use my own tatty car in pictures too much, but here she looks quite good 
trundling back home down the leafy track to the lock-up, having successfully negotiated 190 
miles of motorway to the Rally and then back again - see page 48. Photograph by Emily Stone. 
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CLUB RALLY 2019: COUGHTON 
COURT 
Our rally this year was blessed with good 
weather, warm welcomes, and few mishaps.  The 
turnout was similar to what we have settled upon 
in recent years - eight or nine Razoredges, twenty 
to thirty Roadsters, and a small handful of 
Mayflowers - but did include a couple of 
Razoredges making their first appearance at a 
Club gathering.  The space allocated for the cars 
was not very large, so the small turnout filled the 
available room cosily; though I’m sure we would 
have found a way to squeeze more cars in, had they      Peter and Wendy Whitestone raise a glass to welcome you 
appeared.  Notice the modern cars in the field                to the Rally.  What?  You missed it?  Well, come next year. 
beyond the fence: very smart but almost identical          Notice that superb contemporary wind-up record-player! 
streamlined lumps of modern technology, efficient but utterly unmemorable.    
In addition to the members in Razoredges we had several others in modern cars, one recent ex-member re-
joining the Club, and a steady stream of members of the public, dropping by to make admiring remarks 
because a dad or an uncle had once owned a Razoredge.  Our cars do seem to create lasting warm 
memories in a way that not all classics do. 
Some of our cars at the rally were: 

 
Left: Robin Hewat’s very smart early TDC 772 DL, which was given a special award for presentation.  
Robin has picked out the line between the black and cream with a fine red line, a piece of detailing which 
brings out the elegance of the body style.  Although Triumph’s own two-tone colour ways never included 
anything like that, TROC is proud to be the sort of club where strict traditionalists and individual variants 
can tolerate and appreciate each other’s cars.  (Perhaps we would draw the line at hot-rodders, though we 
have not yet been put to the test at a rally.) 
On the right, RCV 840 is Philip Jones’s TDC 1730 DL, another interesting divergence from the Triumph 
factory colour-schemes.  Although it looks in this picture similar to the Triumph Cotman Grey, this is in 
fact a metallic silver-grey with a slight greenish tinge.  Philip describes it as champagne, and it makes a 
very handsome car to see.  This car had a complete engine rebuild completed in August last year. 
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Left, Bob Hobbs’s superb LKV 541, TDC 703 DLO, which was awarded Best Razoredge (see front 
cover).  Bob’s car has been in the family since one year old, having reached 11,000 on the clock when 
purchased by his father back in 1952.  Bob was just a lad. In the December 2015 Globe we reminisced 
about their family holidays in this car, when it regularly toured all over Europe.  After the car passed into 
Bob’s care, he undertook a complete every-last-nut-and-bolt refurbishment, which was the original source 
of his profound technical knowledge, since honed by fielding queries from members.  It now has 212,000 
miles behind it, which may make it the highest-mileage Razoredge - rival claims to the Editor please. 
On the right is Harry Beacall’s very original TD 3717, the only TD model present this year.  Harry has 
researched the history of this car, and we printed an extensive account of it in the December 2018 Globe. 

 

OPJ 972 is Pat and Frances Saunders’ TDB 2451.  Pat is a regular rally stalwart, having missed very few 
in recent years, despite living near Southampton.  He has a 300-mile plus round trip to the rally, but says 
the long journey is no burden. 
Peter and Wendy Whitestone’s JFH 467, TDB 5475 DL, had the misfortune to blow the head gasket on 
the way to the rally, and they reached it only by making regular stops to pour more water into the radiator.  
We are very grateful to them for persevering, because it is a fine-looking car and has not been seen at the 
rally for a long time.  They called the AA to recover the car home at the end of the day, but Peter later told 
me they reached home not too late, and despite their problems felt the day was a success.  Peter might be 
interested to know that another JFH, 171, was the Renown owned by Les Moore, the Mulliners’ designer 
mainly responsible for the creation of our car’s bodywork.  It is a Gloucestershire registration. 
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Another club member present at the rally was Chris Blackman, one of two people recently who have 
joined the Club whilst looking out for the right car.  (We are happy to record that the other, Chris Parkin 
from Suffolk, obtained a car in May; this was TDB 6407 DL, NBP 445, featured on the front cover of last 
December’s Globe when long-
time member Charles Richards 
decided he had to sell the car for 
health reasons.)   
Since the rally, Chris Blackman 
has also now achieved his goal 
and has become the owner of TFU 
509, TDC 2670 DLO, which has 
the advantage of factory-fitted 
overdrive.  Our current plans for 
next year’s rally are that it will be 
near Cheltenham in the southern 
part of the Cotswolds, so perhaps 
we shall hope to see Chris again 
there, since he lives in North 
Somerset.   
    
       Getting technical: Bob Hobbs, Robin Hewat and Pat Saunders discuss. 
TECHNICAL SPOT    This picture and the Whitestone’s picnic by Chris Blackman. 

One of the most interesting parts of any gathering of Razoredges is the discussion which always arises of 
differences between the cars, both technically and in terms of quirks and characteristics.  At this rally, 
since the weather had recently been very warm, the topics of overheating and vapour-locking were at the 
forefront.  Harry Beacall had been experiencing vapour-lock cutting-out, and Bob Hobbs was able to 
suggest a choice of remedies.  The subject was explored in the Globe in the August edition 2018. 

An additional item which was raised at this rally however 
was “that little flappy thing under the carburettor”.  In my 
ignorance, I had never noticed this device, but it turns out to 
be highly relevant. 
What we see here is a weight, attached to a rod which runs 
through the manifold alongside, controlling a flap inside the 
manifold.  It is prompted to move from one position to the 
other by a bi-metallic strip on the other end of the rod, the 
remains of which can 
still be seen on my car, 
on the right. 

 The idea is that when the engine is cold, the bimetallic strip flips 
the counterweight out, away from the engine block.  Inside the 
manifold, a flap moves so that as the car starts, the hot exhaust gases 
will warm the inlet manifold, improving the cold-engine 
performance.  As the engine heats up the bimetallic strip - which is 
snapped off, and useless, in this picture - will turn the rod; the 
counterweight will move over towards the engine block, and the hot exhaust gases will make their way 
directly out through the exhaust pipe. 
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Member Mick Harris was able to supply us with these pictures of this assembly with the inlet manifold 
and carburettor removed, so that the operation of the flap is visible. 
Mick says: “The one on the left is as it should be when vehicle is cold, allowing hot gas to warm the inlet 
manifold just below the carb. The other is as it should be after the car has warmed up and the shuts off the 
exhaust flow. Of course you can't see the flap in normal operation and the only way you can tell all is well,  
is by looking at the counter balance weight on the right. When cold it should face outward. When hot it 
should face towards the manifold. It has of course occurred to me that many of our cars have been stood 
for a long time and therefore many of these devices will be seized up, usually in the open position, and 
may be another contributing factor in cars not wanting to start when hot.” 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It will be noticed that in my own car in the picture opposite it’s stuck about half-way, neither one thing nor 
the other - but so far as I know it has been like that ever since I’ve owned the car, fifteen years now, and I 
have no great problems cold-starting or hot-starting.  I had therefore intended to leave it alone, but Bob 
Hobbs says: 
“The exhaust flap is important for year-round running in all weathers. However, they were always prone 
to jamming due to corrosion on the spindle. Mine was always “rattled” around by hand when cold to keep 
it free. If it is jamming, it is better to get it stuck in the “hot” position as this stops the inlet manifold 
getting too hot. Also, if the exhaust gases are allowed to circulate through the chamber in the centre of the 
manifold all the time,  the manifold will be burned away. This is a disaster as then the inlet and exhaust 
gases can mix and of course really stop the engine from ever running properly. 
“The Club has several inlet manifolds in the old spares pile. They are all burned through.  New ones do 
not exist, and so my advice is to look after what you have. My own one burned through.  I filled the space 
where the exhaust gases are supposed to circulate with high temperature filler designed to block holes in 
wood burning stove bodies. Then I milled about 2 mm off the bottom of the inlet manifold and made a 
stainless steel plate to isolate the two manifolds. The exhaust flap still is free to heat the bottom of this 
plate which helps the rapid warming of the manifold in cold weather. 
“The Club does not have any of the bi-metallic springs that control the flap. We did have some made up, 
some years ago, but they proved to be totally useless and are not fit for sale.” 
So our advice is: check that your ‘little flappy’ counterweight  is positioned inward, towards the engine 
block - the hot-running position - if it is stuck.  But don’t force anything!  If it is working properly, do let 
us know - it would be good to find out how many we have where this device is still operational. 
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NEW SERIES: ‘MY OTHER CAR IS A…  NOTHER TRIUMPH’ 
Readers may remember the bumper-sticker craze from a few years ago where car drivers would claim ‘My 
other car is a Porsche’ or ‘My other car is a horse’ or ‘My other car is just as ugly’. 
It occurred to us that many of our members have more than one classic, and that very often the sort of 
other cars we have chosen cast a light on our Razoredge, either through style, or mechanically, or 
historically.  In April 2016 we made a comparison between the Bentley Mark VI., their first off-the-peg 
car (as opposed to those where the buyer purchased the chassis and running gear, and then commissioned 
a body from a coachbuilder).  In October 2016 member Lloyd Evans was able to add to this when he 
purchased just such a Bentley to go with his TDC 2289, and sent us comparative comments. 
To launch our new series however I turned to our regular contributor from Belgium, Dirk Devogeleer, 
who has twice completed the Round-Britain Rally in his Renown - the 
oldest car by far to have achieved the feat. Dirk has a Renown, but 
began his Triumph collection with a humble Spitfire;  and then added a 
Roadster and the Renown.  He takes up the story, and explores the 
nature of his addiction, in his own inimitable style. 
My other car is….. 
Do we really need another classic car when we have a Renown in the 
garage? The Renown is capable of driving over 2000 miles in a weekend, is stately enough not to be out of 
place on the front drive of a country retreat and will liven up the most beautiful day of any bride while  
still make heads turn both in a “What’s that?” or “Hey, my father had one of those!” fashion…. 

My purchase of a Renown was actually to 
complement the ownership of a TRA 
Roadster. With passing of time, the Spitfire 
we had owned since graduation from the 
Nautical College had become a bit tatty and 
perhaps too sporty for a no-longer-so-young 
driver. Our roadster complemented it after a 
chance meeting of seeing two participating 
in the inaugural Circuit des Ardennes tour.  
The Roadster however is a sunny-weather 
car, with only two useable seats, no matter 
what Sir John Black claimed in the period 
press. It gave my father-in-law, seriously ill 

Dirk’s Roadster, the Renown, and his 1937 Vitesse Saloon                             at the time,  great pleasure to be driven 
around in it. It was however not particularly suited to the need, and wanting to make the best of our time 
together we reasoned that a Renown would be a better companion. We would still go for a drive even if 
the weather was bad, and with four useable seats, make a family outing of it. And thus the Blue Lady, as 
our Renown was cordially called by the previous owners, joined our fleet.  
Having a Renown beside the Roadster was only logical; they share the same drive line, the same spare 
parts bin from Lucas, the same solutions to the same problems. Spare part keeping is hugely simplified 
even with our Renown being a later square-chassis car.  
That would have been the end of it then: A sunny Roadster, stately Renown and the Spitfire for when we 
are feeling a bit naughty.  Helas… not. You do not only buy a car, you also buy an entry ticket in social 
life and car clubs. You meet up with like-minded people, liking the same cars, talking freely about their 
passions and the solutions to problems you never knew you had (or could not have imagined you were 
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going to have when you parted with your cash).  After a while those fellow car owners become your 
friends and you start seeking out their company, no longer to talk about cars, but also because they are 
now part of your family. 
Then it all happens again. Some of our fellow Roadster owners also dabbed into pre-war cars. Somewhere 
in the conversation, the sentence “Ah, a Roadster is a fine car, however it’s really just a badge-engineered 
Standard - the real Triumphs were made before 1939” pops up. Intrigued, you reply to an ad for a 1937 
Vitesse for sale: ‘to see what all the fuss is about’. You know you should not have, but the result is there: 
you now also own a prewar Triumph, a Saloon this time; and rare, because there are only 13 survivors 
with the original bodywork. That earns you bragging rights in the pub.  
My long-suffering wife says it all went downhill from there. One day we 
are contacted by a strapped-for-cash owner of a modified-into-tourer 1937 
Vitesse. Spare parts are rare, and a complete running car for a pittance 
seems an opportunity too good to miss. Before I knew we now also own one 
of the 13 other surviving 14/60 Vitesses (that saw their bodywork 
modified). Eight % of the known worldwide surviving Triumph Vitesses are 
now in Belgium! More bragging rights and a yet wider circle of friends and 
car nutters!  
The end? Euugh no, during the conversation another sentence pops up: “You have done the RBRR twice 
now in a Renown, nice, but what about doing it in a prewar car?” Risking my rare 1937 Vitesse for that? 
No, not even I am silly enough…. Too fragile, and besides, when Triumph launched their own 14/60 
engine they were on the brink of bankruptcy. Three years later and after perhaps casting 1000 engines it 
was all over. Where would I find a spare working engine or driveline if this one would fail?  

But the idea lingered and when a 1936 Gloria Southern Cross with a 
later engine transplant came on the market, I was hooked. The car came 
with a spare original engine and gearbox. So what could go wrong? If 
you damage this engine you are only hastening what should have been 
done in the first place, reunite the SX with its original engine, tripling 
its value overnight (or so we hoped). 
And wrong it went: on the RRBR in the Gloria, the engine failed near 
Edinburgh. Thankfully it was only the head gasket, as a result of 

overheating caused by a silted-up radiator. Time to put the car back to ex-factory condition? Not just yet, 
it will need a complete restoration. The paint is only good from 10 feet away, and there is more wrong, or 
not period correct, with the car than only an engine transplant. Besides that, there is the unfinished 
business of a Round Britain Rally in a pre-war car. Plus, and it’s hard to admit, the car drives wonderfully 
with its later, more powerful engine. So the engine was stripped, repaired, and is ready to be reinstalled.  
It has not been done yet because during the conversation the sentence popped up: “What it really needs is 
an overdrive box to make good use of that extra torque and power”. I just happened to spot the exact 
gearbox needed, and that too is now on his way to Belgium to be slotted into a 1936 car. 
And that is it then, I promise. Once the RBRR is done, the SX is going for restoration, the Spit will take 
over the spirited drives once more, and the Roadster/Renown duo will lead the life that was promised to 
them: light use, a few shows, a wedding from time to time but mostly to be admired and turning heads: 
“Holy Moly; what’s that?” 
But what about that nice, in oily-rag condition, Super Seven that has been for sale on the Pre-war car 
website?..... 

Text and all images by Dirk Devogeleer 
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WHAT’S ON: FORTHCOMING EVENTS for 2019 
A list of suggested events which might be of interest to help you plan your motoring activities. 
If you know of a good event in your area, please recommend it. Emails to the Editor. 
  

If you are out in your car – do please send us some pictures afterwards! 
(It doesn’t have to be super-special.  It’s always good to share Razoredges out and about.) 

Are the events 
which you’ll be 
attending in the 
coming months  
mentioned here? 

We would like to provide a chance for Club Members to meet up with others, 
especially in those regions which are distant from the Club’s annual Rally.       
If YOU are planning on going to a classic meeting or event, please email or 
write to the Editor, and we’ll give it a mention in this columnThis appeal is 
world-wide, like our membership.  

9th - 10th - 11th August 
 Razoredge 
present 

Firle Vintage Fair, Lewes – our member Paul Collard hopes to be attending - 
www.firlevintagefair.co.uk .  A friendly and welcoming event.  The car event is 
on Saturday 10th; there are also a market, antiques, fashion show, fairground 
rides, music, archery, garden talks… and it’s sponsored by a brewery. 

Monday 26th August 
 Razoredge 
present 

66th Gosporteers Vehicle Rally,  Hants - a friendly local rally by the sea, at 
Stokes Bay.  Only £4 if booked in advance or £5 on the day; email 
cindy.edge@btinternet.com for a booking form.  LOTS of Razoredges live very 
near here!  Lots of stalls and refreshments tents; all proceeds to charity.  Could 
this be our Rally-in-the-South? 

Sunday 1st September Trans-Lancs Rally - cancelled for 2019 because the venue was damaged by 
rain. Smaller event instead -  http://www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com . 

Sunday 1st September 
Shuttleworth Vintage Airshow, Bedfordshire. At Old Warden Aerodrome 
near Biggleswade, a whole village of nostalgia has been created.  A chance to 
dress up if you wish. 

6th-8th September Bournemouth and Poole Gala Weekend in conjunction with Swanage Steam 
Railway: something of everything including crafts, classics, militaria. 

13th - 15th September 
Goodwood Revival Weekend 2019 - this famous event focuses on the period 
1948-1966, which is perfect for our cars.  Most visitors dress up, but you don’t 
have to.  Experience the ambience, and make a Razoredge contribution. 

14th - 15th September 

Classic Car Festival, Isle of Wight.  Saturday at Newport Quay alongside the 
River Medina; Sunday at Ryde Seafront.  Hundreds of classics in a setting 
which has huge links with our cars - see the June Globe.  If you go, let us know 
- and take pictures! 

Sunday 15th 
September 

Tenterden Lions ‘Pistons and Paws’ Classic Vehicle and Dog Show, at Little 
Halden Place Farm, Cranbrook Road, TN30 6UL in Kent. 

Saturday 21st 
September 

 Razoredge 
present 

St Michael’s Hospice Vintage Fair at Quarry Farm, Bodiam in Sussex have 
contacted us asking if members are able to attend this fund-raiser.  It is an 
excellent venue, and several TROC members are within relatively close 
distance. Entry forms available from the Editor or at 
fabulouslyvintage@stmichaelshospice.com ; or post to Jo Lyons, St Michaels’ 
Hospice, 25 Upper Maze Hill, St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex  TN38 0LB. 

http://www.firlevintagefair.co.uk/
mailto:cindy.edge@btinternet.com
http://www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com/
mailto:fabulouslyvintage@stmichaelshospice.com
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OFFER: PART-RESTORED CAR IN PIECES 
We have received an enquiry from Alf Hughes, of Cupar in Fyfe, Scotland. 

He has been working, over about 25 years, on a ground-up restoration of 
TDB 4518 DL, which is completely dismantled.  The chassis has been shot-
blasted, and the running gear rebuilt.  Unfortunately he is now losing the use 
of this workshop, and it has to be vacated within a month. 
He asks if any member would be interested in taking this on.  If so, or if you 
would like further details, please contact him on 07828 868 715.  A fuller set 
of pictures is available from the editor.  
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ANOTHER CAR IN NEED OF A GOOD HOME: TD 2587 DL, NPU 499 
Shortly after we heard of Alf Hughes’s car in Fyfe, another dismantled car has emerged.  Steve Paxton in 
Banbury had been working on this car, but now realises 
he’s not likely to get any further, and it makes no sense to 
go on paying storage.  In this case the car is the first 
incarnation of the Razoredge: a Town and Country 1800 
Saloon, TD 2587 DL, registered NPU 499 on July 15th 
1948 in Essex.   
The car had previously twice been in the Club, in the 
1980s, with a Mr J Copson in Cottenham, Cambridge, and 
then again in 1989, but this time it was a mystery owner - 
membership number 601, but no details are recorded, 
presumably at the member’s request.  Steve still has the 

original buff log-book, covering the first four owners, 1948 - 1969; 
the first owner was a Colonel C Buckle CB CBE, of West Mersea, 
from 1948 to 1966.  I made a quick search for Colonel Buckle, but - 
as is often the case with army families - there are several 
generations of Buckles at different ranks, all serving with 
distinction, but it’s not easy to differentiate which might be our 
man. Steve also has a V5 registration for the car, so reclaiming the 

registration will not be a problem.  Between the buff log-book and the V5, the ownership history is 
complete. 
Steve does not ask for any money for the car, but is more 
concerned to find it a good home where it might stand a chance of 
survival, and one day again see the light of day as a roadgoing car.  
This will be a daunting task, however: although everything is 
believed to be there, this is a TD, and the Club’s spares resources 
are much less complete for these cars.  Some parts, if they need to 
be replaced, will need to be made up or adapted from similar 
vehicles, and to do that safely that requires a level of skill and 
knowledge beyond those of the average well-meaning amateur.   

The Club is exploring one possible 
avenue, but any member who is 
interested is invited to contact the 
Editor, and I can put you in touch 
with Steve. 
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DRAPER TOOLS CELEBRATE 100 YEARS 
We are happy to give a mention to Draper Tools, a family firm founded by the great-grandfather of the 
present owner John Draper, in 1919; especially since our member Keith Gulliford spotted this picture in 
his local paper, in an article about the centenary. 

Established in 1919 by Bert Draper, the 
business is still family owned and run 
today by the fourth generation of the 
Draper family. At 100 years old, the 
company remains as committed to 
growth and innovation as ever, having 
recently made a number of investments 
as a business, as well as several 
improvements at its head office facility 
in Hampshire. 
Draper Tools has a well-established 
reputation for supplying a wide range  
of hand and power tools for both 
professional trades and serious 
enthusiasts. To date, its range includes 
over 11,000 products lines. The 
original base, seen in the photograph, 
was in Kingston upon Thames. 
 

Pictures by kind permission of Draper Tools      

The car seen here is a TDC, XME 989, a Middlesex registration from June/July 1952.  We don’t know for 
sure whether there is any direct connection between the car and the firm, but it’s tempting to think it might 
be a person in a suitably senior position, and perhaps even Mr Draper himself. 
In 1963 expansion led them to remove to Chandler’s Ford, and in 2006-2009 they purchased a new site for 
a purpose-built new warehouse at North Baddesley. Plans are afoot for a year-long celebration of the 
company’s 100-year anniversary in 2019, with exclusive promotions, competitions, charity fundraising 
and a staff party all in the pipeline.  
Our readers can find out more about the latest news, promotions and product launches from Draper Tools 
online at www.drapertools.com.  Or, you can follow them on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and YouTube - 
drapertools.tv . 

   
 
 
 

   

http://www.drapertools.com/
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PERIOD PHOTOS AND VIDEO CLIPS 

From time to time, members pass me links to sightings of Razoredges seen in TV dramas or old 
newsreels.  These are often interesting insights into life and driving as it was when our cars were new.   
When using any picture, or reproducing large amounts of copied text or whole articles, we always obtain 
the permission of the copyright holder, and give 
credit.  (Any pictures or text in the Globe where no 
credit is shown are owned by TROC.)  This is only 
fair - it is someone else’s intellectual property.  If it 
is an article or picture from a newspaper, they may 
licence us to use the material for a fee, which we 
pay.  
However, we sometimes run into problems in this 
process.  Usually, it is because the copyright owner 
cannot be traced - someone has copied a picture onto 
the internet, and when I ask them where they found   
it, they have no recollection.  There is now a device   Image from “Return Journey”,  Pathe News,  with permission  
called ‘reverse image search’ where you can input a picture, and the search engine will locate all copies on 
the internet, hopefully identifying the first use, which is normally the original, and this sometimes helps. 
Another problem is when we cannot get a response from the television company or film-maker.  “The 
Crown” and “Miss Marple” come into this category: both series have used Razoredges in their 
reconstructions of the 1950s.  However, I cannot get any response from them - so, lacking permission, the 
Globe cannot share those pictures with our members. 
On this occasion, member Paul Collard gave us a link to a BBC Archives item “On this day in 1954”.  A 
newsreel item on the growing problems of parking in central London showed extensive footage of London 
traffic, and it included three good shots of Renowns and one Mayflower.  Two of the Renowns showed 
identifiable registration plates.  I followed the links at the head of the page, to seek permission, and 
discovered that the BBC has licensed all archive footage to… Getty Images.  I had a sinking feeling: we 
have heard of this organisation before.  None the less, I enquired from them, and was told there is a BBC 
form we would have to request permission; but that - as we feared - the cost would be in the region of 
£400 for each picture.  Sorry, chaps - that’s just not worth it, so if readers wish to see the cars you’ll have 
to follow this link to Facebook: www.facebook.com/BBCArchive/videos .  There is a search box - type in 
‘Parking in London’ and you’ll find the film.  We can, however, provide you with an artist’s impression of 
what you are missing - because these are my drawings, not Mr Getty’s. 

  
MLW 633 in open 
traffic; an unknown 
car approaches a 
roundabout; and on 
the right, a grey 
SVT 141 emerges 
from an under-
ground car-park.  
None of these cars 
is otherwise known 
to us. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/BBCArchive/videos
http://www.facebook.com/BBCArchive/videos
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OUT AND ABOUT 
Member Colin Copcutt writes: “We attended the Boston Classic Car Club’s 27th annual show last Sunday, 
11th July with our 1948 TD, ERP183. 
The show was held at the Graves Park in Kirton, a few miles south of Boston, about a 30 minute drive for 
us. An unusual feature of the show is that there is no access to the show field for entrants after 09:30hrs.  
Nearly 300 cars were entered into the show which were categorised by decade from 1950 onwards. All 
pre-1950 cars were in one class, of which there were only seven entries! I guess that’s a sign of the 
popularity of more modern cars. There was a very good selection of cars from the everyday vehicles to the 
exotic. One feature of the show is a special category for young enthusiasts (under 30) which is a great way 
of encouraging classic car ownership for the future. 
The weather was a mixture of sunshine and showers, but I don’t think it spoilt the day for too many 
people.” 

Pictures: Colin Copcutt 

Next, one of our front-cover cars.  Philip Jones 
writes:  “I took my Renown on the Triumph 
Sports Six Club Derwent Valley Area Peak Run 
today. It was another long run after the 230 
miles last week to Coughton Court. The distance 
was almost the same but this time included a 90 
mile tour round the Peak District. This included 
some quite testing inclines and we almost came 
to grief after the brakes overheated descending 
Wynatts Pass. I had to run off onto the grass to 
avoid hitting the car in front as the brakes 
refused to hold. After a cooling down session 
parked at Speedwell Cavern the car refused to 
start. Having read other peoples experiences on 

here I walked away from it, went and had an ice cream and then returned and it started first time. What's 
that all about? The rest of the run was uneventful, ending at Heage Windmill. Due to the delay we were 
one of the last arrivals but were surprised and delighted to find that we had been voted Car of the Show.” 
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 Robert Workman is seen here with his ‘best in show’ 
trophy awarded on July 7th in Polesworth, near 
Tamworth, just north of Birmingham.  The car is NXU 
718, TDC 1556 DL, and has been recently purchased 
by Robert and his son James from ex-Club member 
Keith Daly in Sheffield, where it was in use as a 
wedding hire car.  Although Robert and James are not 
yet Club members, we are in touch through the 
Facebook page run by Barry Drawbridge, and they 
were kind enough to allow us to use this photograph. 
The Facebook page, should you be interested, can be 
found on a computer or smartphone by searching for 
‘Triumph Renown Restoration Group’.  This page is 
not operated by the Club. 

 
Our final ‘best car’ is Harry 
Beacall’s at Watford Village 
Classics on the Green, seen on the 
right. 
 
Chairman Chris Hewitt was at 
Brooklands on Drive It Day. 
 
Below, member Keith Gulliford was 
out with Roadsters on Drive It Day 
on a tour around: “Terry Hobden 
took us on a super sunny and dry 
drive around the Hampshire 
countryside today, with beautiful 
views across the Devil’s Punchbowl, 
a visit to an outdoor working steam 
museum, and then lunch at the Rising Sun.  We were two Roadsters, my Renown, and a modern Audi - a 

thin turn-out for all of Terry’s 
planning, but we enjoyed our 
day.” 
 
 
Picture: Triumph Roadster 
Review 
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Australian members Ros and Ian Dimmack’s TDB 5154 was attracting attention at the Brisbane RACQ 
show on July 14th; midwinter, of course, for them, but they seem to have found a fine day. 

Could you find a more contrasting set of 
cars? 
 
 
Fine weather was even more important 
recently for Dave Pilcher in the USA, who 
is rejoining as a member. 
 

 
Dave is the owner of one of the fine 
Limousines, TDC 2017 Lim, once 
owned in this country as LVC 313 by 
Arthur Pocock, and mentioned in our 
article on Isle of Wight Razoredges in 
the June edition.  It is seen here on 
wedding duty in the USA, a service it 
had often performed in the UK. 
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ANOTHER WEDDING SUCCESS - JUST! 
Member Len Eaves had a worrying time in the run-up to his daughter Leander’s wedding just a couple of 
weeks ago.  He had not long owned his Renown, TDB 4545 DL, 461 UXA, and there were some 
questions about overheating and the irregular pull of the brakes.  With not long to prepare the car, both he 
and his grandson were putting in time on the car when they could.  Len was hampered by ill health, and 
found himself in hospital at one point.  Due to an unfortunate mishap in communication, with just a week 
to go the car was taken out for a test-drive whilst the wheel-nuts were not tight, and when the wheel came 
off it not only damaged the hub, but also tore the rear wing. 
Fortunately Chris Hewitt was able to send a replacement hub in a next-day posting - no lightweight item! - 
and Len’s family rallied round.  He says “I have to thank my grandson Keo James Eaves for giving the car 
some brakes, as we only had one wheel that was working with any braking; all the others were full of air 
and very old dot 3 sludge, so thanks again Keo.  Thanks also to Ian at Alfreton Autosprays Ltd for 
restoring my rear wing - lovely job, looks like a new one; and Darren my son for his fibreglassing skills. 
 “My old Renown finally made it on Saturday and got my daughter Leander to her wedding on time, and 
then to our destination for their pagan wedding and reception; and what a lovely service they had in our 
field with friends and family. It was a magical day for my daughter and her husband Phil, Philip 
Crampton, not just my mate but my son in law now.  I couldn't be happier for them. He has also been 
helping me with the car, but we still have overheating problems and water in the oil and lack of power. 
And thank you too Phil Pace of TROC from Belper, for offering to loan me his Renown for the day -  
what a lovely thing to do for a fellow member. Phil, if you need to double up at a wedding at any time 
give me a call. And finally, thanks to TROC for all the parts you have supplied at great speed - we can't 
thank you enough.” 
I had contacted Phil Pace, who lives only a few miles from Len, with some trepidation - it was really 
putting him ‘on the spot’, and he might well have had other plans for the weekend - but it seemed to me so 
unlikely that Len would be able to have his car ready in time, that we should do everything we could to 
help out.  Phil kindly contacted Len and offered to stand by in case of need, which was a magnificent 
gesture.  In the end, not needed - but we send the Club’s warmest thanks to him as well. 
______________________________________________________________ 
IMPORTANT NOTE:  Please be very cautious when working on or fitting any item to your car, unless you 
take full responsibility for what you’re doing, and you have the necessary level of skill and expertise to be 
sure that the work you undertake on your car leaves it safe and roadworthy.  If in doubt, have work done by 
a properly-qualified professional. Any accounts in the GLOBE are only the experiences of members, sharing 
ideas, not offering guidance on what might or might not need doing on your car. 
______________________________________________________________ 
A DAY OOT - FURTHER THANKS TO A TROC MEMBER by Jim Hendry 

This is a few lines to thank the Triumph Razoredge club and club member 
Ronnie Macdonald for arranging and making available a Renown for a 
nostalgic run out for my sister’s 60th Birthday.  My sister has very fond 
memories of our grandfather’s Renown which was based in Beith, Ayrshire 
and used for many family picnics and trips to motorcycle events in the 50’s 
and 60’s. I contacted Roger at the club in February of this year to explain 
my sister’s wish for a run out in a Renown with the destination being a nice 
spot for a picnic. Within a few days Roger responded with the name of a 
suitable club member, this being Ronnie Macdonald.    
 

Grace, birthday girl, with TDC 2289 DLO 
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I soon corresponded with Ronnie and was 
first delighted that he could do the run for 
us in our chosen month of June; on 
receiving photos of the car it was obvious 
this was a perfect vehicle and as a bonus its 
colour was very similar to that of my 
grandfather’s car. As another plus the 
location of Loch Lomond was ideal as this 
would have been on one of the travel routes 
of my grandfather’s car back in the day. 
And so the date of 24th June was set for the 
day out and all eyes turned to the weather 
forecast. It’s not so easy to get a reliable                                 A tour of the Razoredge: bringing back fond memories 
forecast for West coast of Scotland! - but all fingers were crossed. We met Ronnie and Annette at their 
beautiful home and had a good chat about Renowns and the old days.  What a very friendly and 
welcoming couple they are! We were then all outside for some photos and a good look at the Renown.  
For my sister it was over 50 years since she had seen one of these cars let alone sat in one, so it was a very 
moving experience for us. We then set off on our run and thankfully within a couple of miles the morning 
drizzle eased off. I am sure Ronnie could see the big smiles on our faces as this was a great trip down 
memory lane. For me the view over that bonnet soon brought me back to my childhood travelling around 
with my grandparents, that lovely light gear whine noise and faint smell of oil that you get with older cars 
just substantiated the experience. As rear seat passengers sitting on the lovely sofa like seat we could 
imagine being chauffeured many miles in great comfort.  
And soon we were at our destination of Balmaha on Loch Lomond side. A good choice of car park by 
Ronnie had us at a quiet spot with suitable picnic area. After some more photos and further chats about the 
Renown we sat down to our picnic with the car suitably in view. The car certainly gets some attention 
from the public and we had to field a couple of questions whilst Ronnie and Annette were at lunch. A final 
wave to the Renown and we were set for home, just in time as the weather soon changed for the worse. 
So a dream was made real for my sister, and I would like to sincerely thank Ronnie and Annette for 
making their elegant car available and taking the time to take us on a great nostalgic trip. Also thanks to 
Roger at TROC for putting us in contact with Ronnie. 
         Many Thanks again 
               Jim, Grace, Elizabeth and Colin      

   

TROC members Ronnie and Annette MacDonald  - many thanks              Colin and Grace, Elizabeth and Jim Hendry   

Text and all pictures by Jim Hendry 
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ITEMS FOR SALE AND WANTED; OFFERS OF SERVICE 
Advertisers are asked to keep an eye on their advertisements in subsequent issues of the Globe, and to inform the editor 
when items are no longer for sale, or no longer sought. Email editor@trocltd.com . 

Please Note that there is a similarly-named company, selling Roadster and  other spares. To avoid 
error, please use the contact phone and email details shown in this magazine. 

TROC offers no guarantee of the bona fides of any advertiser.  Members transacting business with any 
member or non-member do so entirely at their own risk and are recommended to take all normal precautions 
when doing so. You are strongly recommended to ascertain the suitability of parts or cars to your 
requirements. 
 
FOR SALE: TDB 986, LKB 435, in generally poor condition, is advertised for £3,000.  This is an 
intended restoration which belongs to ex-member Stirling Beauchamp, whose health now requires the 
sale.  The car is in the Tewkesbury area.  Contact Stirling on 07886 297 410. 

 
FOR SALE: one remaining white Razoredge from member George Wyatt, of Barnsley. He has been 
operating a wedding car service, but is retiring and the cars have to go.  Two have sold, and one remains: a 
1949 TDA in Brilliant White, GSV 949.  For further details and price, please contact George on 01226 
752 830.  As you would expect with wedding cars, it has been well-maintained and is generally 
immaculate in appearance. 

mailto:editor@trocltd.com
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A RECENT SALE: Simon Smith has a complete car, PPB 934, TDB 3607 DL (1951) and a shed-load of 
rather rusty parts and various manuals and booklets – probably everything Renown-related ever printed.  

This comes from the disposal of a relative’s estate, and this was a person who 
never threw anything away – so a lot of it is past rescue or worthless, but there 
may well be hidden treasure; and the car itself is definitely to be rescued as a 
project.  Simon would like to clear the whole collection in one lot. The collection 
is stored near Tonbridge, Kent; to arrange a viewing Offers in the region of £2,000 
for the collection. 

 
SOLD: UPC 691, TDC 1960 DL 
https://www.carandclassic.co.uk/car/C979886  
This car was once owned by late TROC member 868, Geoffrey Shenton, of 
Mow Cop, near Stoke on Trent.  He had joined TROC in April 1999, and 
the car was sold to Ireland in about 2008.  Our member Alan Bromley knew 
him and has driven the car; it has had a replacement engine and new 
steering box in the time when he knew it.  The reported mileage (only 6,512 
miles) probably dates from the rebuild of the engine.  There is also some confusion about the colour – 
that’s definitely not Jade!  However, the original asking price of £11,500 had to be much reduced in order 
to bring about a quick sale.  The commission number is TD1960 DL.  
FOR SALE: four Avon Speedrunner cross-ply tyres, only lightly worn; and a front bumper for 
TDB/TDC, would do for everyday use or for re-chroming.  Contact Lloyd Evans on 01388 710 394. 
WANTED: Tool Set – Paul Collard would like to acquire a complete and authentic set of tools as 
originally supplied with the car.  If you have a complete set or just some of the components available, (see 
the article by Dick Mower in the October 2015 Globe for chapter and verse of what there was) – please 
contact Paul on 07935 385 779 . 
FOR SALE:  an extensive range of spares for sale, including: original manuals. Set of doors. Grille. 
Radiator. Wheels. Tyres and rims. Rear number plate box, incomplete. Heater. Door handles. Steering 
wheel. Headlamps and side lights.  Front interior arm-rests. Bonnet.  All in various states, and other bits 
and pieces. Contact: Colin Baxter, phone number 07860 605079. Cheshire. 
WANTED – the following parts for 1954 TDC: interior boot light; aluminium curved internal wheel arch 
trims x2; aluminium internal trims to floor of door openings – two large shaped ones to front, two shorter 
ones to rear; metal trim to front door pillar (carries front door striker plate/catch) x2; curved metal door 
retainers x2 front, x2 rear. Dashboard knob S & H. Bonnet hinges, boot panel hinge. TDC jack and toolkit.  
Also a locking petrol cap please.  Chrome parts: 2x headlight rims, front cowling, 2x strips to rear side 
windows, 2x front strips to windscreen, also rubber gaskets to headlights.  Contact Andy Kemp, 25 Heath 
Road, Alresford, Essex  CO7 8DT; phone 01206 825 319. 
FOR SALE TDB 2024 registered NUM 629.  No MoT, some work required on bodywork.  Good running 
engine and £400-worth of spares and workshop manual will be included in this reluctant sale.  More 
details from David Jones on 07833 059 154. 
FOR SALE: TDB 1671 DL, engine 1677E, reg. ERD 681, near Reading. Owned by the same family 
since new. Would make a good project for someone who would like to give the car some much-needed 
attention. Open to enquiries and offers.  Please contact John Sibley on 01491 628 544. 

https://www.carandclassic.co.uk/car/C979886
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FOR SALE – the fifth-oldest known Razoredge, TD 919 DL, registration 
GHP 909, first registered June 1947.  This car is described as complete, 
original and untouched, and has been stored dry for thirty or forty years.  
Believed to have had only one owner; full documentation believed to be 
available. Offers in the region of £6,000. Contact Seamus Nugent, in Newry, 
Co Down, Northern Ireland: phone 0035 3876 879 053 or 02830 868 493. 
FOR SALE: TDB 2093 DL, MAR 521, first registered 15th September 
1950.  Engine No V4636FJ.  The vehicle has had 3 owners since new. The 
last MoT expired May 14th 1983.  The car has been garaged since then; the 
engine was last run in 2014.  Fulcrum pins and bushes for both offside and 
nearside are required, also rear exhaust pipe.  Other spares are available as part of the sale. Original 
handbook. The leatherwork and carpets are in very good order including boot.  The vehicle is sold as seen; 
OFFERS OVER £5,000.  Bedfordshire; telephone 01525 712 947, J E Washington. 
FOR SALE: One wheel (no tyre) DRO 4½” Jx 16” SR; 1 wheel (no tyre) 4”x16”. Both have just been 
powder-coated silver.  2x inner front wings for TDB. Contact Andy Kemp, 25 Heath Road, Alresford, 
Essex  CO7 8DT; phone 01206 825 319. 
FOR SALE, TD spares, steering column and box; some front suspension parts.  Contact Bob on 01959 
533216 (near M25 J4). 
FOR SALE: Pair of alloy door hinge pillars. Contact  Irving Dalton on 01430 860 833. 
FOR SALE, Rear jacking points for TD and TDA models, £85; RF95 voltage regulators, reconditioned 
with new parts, £75; Temperature gauge capillary tube repairs, £85. Postage extra. Keith Gulliford, Tel: 
02380 734 832.  
WANTED for my Renown TDB breakdown truck - a pair of front seats from a 1940s, 1950s, 1960s car, 
van or light truck. Usable condition, scruffy is OK. Seats or seat backs must fold forward. Preferably not 
pale. Solid-looking to suit truck rather than lightweight. Also - tee plate with white reflectors, as used on 
old trailers, approx 9 ins by 5 ins. tom123dolby@aol.com 01733 577301. 

  FOR SALE: in Car and 
Classic. 
“The car was restored in 
2010 with new leather, new 
headliner, new carpets, 
rebuilt engine with 
hardened valve seats, new 
brake linings and brake 

pipes. The car has 2 former keepers the first of which was a 
local doctor who bought it new and owned it till 2009. The 
car has a massive history file. Starts runs and drives as it 
should. The genuine reason for sale is I am not getting any 
younger and have far too many cars and bikes and now realise I need to downsize my collection. The car 
is near Rochester in Kent. Any questions or to view please call anytime.” 
The owner is asking £8,500.  The car has never been in the Club.  It is TD 2457, a Coventry-registered car 
from May 1948.  See Car and Classic, or contact the editor for details. 
 
FOR SALE: A new club member, Ruskin Spiers, is in Australia, but his car is not.  Ruskin has emigrated, 
and as a result is selling HNP 999, TDA 424 DL, which has been stored for years in the basement of a 
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block of flats.  Ruskin explains: “We’ve had it since about 1987 and it was put into dry storage in Sussex 
in 1990. It needed work / restoration then but has not changed in the last 30 years as where it lives is 
completely dry and warm storage under flats. The car is in the UK but I now live in Australia and hence 
am going to sell it. I have pictures taken from my last trip back. If you know of anyone who may be 
interested by all means pass on my email. Thanks.” 

The email is: ruskin@ruskin.tv . 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
FOR SALE: member Les Finch bought FSV 398, TDB 1134, a few years ago and says he has made it 
into a good reliable runner, in very fair condition; but now medical problems in his clutch foot are forcing 
him to stick to automatic transmission, and reluctantly he’s offering the Renown for sale at £6,000.  He 
can be reached on 01202 531 456. 
“1950 TDB  good condition used 
regularly, lots of recent  history. It must 
have been rebuilt some year ago, and is 
very good underneath - very good under 
bonnet - very good trim.  Quite happy 
to do a test drive - drive it home - 
engine rebuilt  aprox. 500 miles ago, oil 
pressure good - pictures taken this 
summer.” 
______________________________________ 
SPARES FROM TROC FOR THE 1800 ENGINE 
Bob Hobbs has in stock hoses for the 1800 engine as follows; - 

• Top  hose        £14.75   P&P extra 
• Bottom with heater outlet that can be blanked off   £13.75   P&P extra 
• By pass hose        £  8.00   P&P extra 

NOW AVAILABLE FROM TROC 
Workshop manuals for the 1800, reproduced from an original copy and bound in a flat-opening plastic 
pocket page ring binder.  Available from Tom Robinson at £47.50 plus P&P. 
WANTED FOR RECONDITIONING  
Bell-crank lever and bracket assembly for the Renown.  The Club is short of suitable old units for 
reconditioning.  If you have one on your shelf or from a car you are breaking, please contact Chris Hewitt. 
Similarly with steering idlers and rear brake cylinders for the 1800 model for reconditioning. 

Also needed: 
Clutch covers  Temperature gauges  Outer door and boot handles 
Clutch centre plates Carburettors   Water pumps 
 - all in any condition; contact Bob Hobbs.  

mailto:ruskin@ruskin.tv


 

 


